Choosing a Manageable Research Topic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDuqfJQhFeM#t=31

Citing APA  
Research done on many social science issues uses the 6th ed. of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association when citing their research.  APA recommends in-text citations that refer readers to a list of references. The References page comes at the end of the paper and provides publication information about each source  
Website Evaluation 
When using a website for research, it’s important to consider several factors to make sure you’re getting accurate, objective, and current information. Here are some questions to ask yourself as you evaluate websites: 

1.  Who provided the information on the website and are they qualified to write on that particular topic? Is there a way to contact the author(s)?

2.  What organization, institution, or company is responsible for the website? What kind of domain does the website use? Website URLs that end in .edu or .gov are often more reliable and objective than commercial websites ending in .com.

3.  What opinions are expressed on the website? Does the website provide objective, factual information or does it seem more like an advertisement for a product or a platform for someone to express a personal opinion?

4.  When was the website created? Is there an indication that the information has been kept up-to-date? Do the links still work or do they mostly lead to defunct websites?

5.  Are there citations or clearly identified reliable sources for the information presented?
(Source: “Teaching Undergrads Web Evaluation: A Guide for Library Instruction,” Jim Kapoun, reference and instruction librarian at Southwest State University.)

Online Dictionaries 
WordNik - Definitions, example sentences and pronunciations for millions of English-language words, and user-contributed comments and word lists.
American Heritage Dictionary - Find definitions, spellings, pronunciations and word suggestions in this free online dictionary.
Bartleby - Reference site allows you to search over the Columbia Encyclopedia, the Encyclopedia of World History, fact books, thesauri, quotes, and more.
Merriam-Webster - Free online dictionary, thesaurus, Spanish-English and medical dictionaries, audio pronunciations, Word of the Day, word games, and many more high-quality features.
RhymeZone - Online rhyming dictionary. Search for a word and get a list of potential words that rhyme in addition to a definition.
Dictionary.com - Dictionary and thesaurus with definitions, synonyms, antonyms, idioms, word origins, quotes, audio pronunciations, and example sentences.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Plagiarism 

Plagiarism means using someone else's words and ideas and claiming them as your own.  Examples of plagiarism include:  
· Copying an article from the web or a database right into your paper
· Piecing together separate articles WITHOUT GIVING CREDIT
· Using a direct quote without quotation marks, even though the source is cited
· Paraphrasing without citing your source
· Putting your name on someone else’s paper
· Faking a citation
· Buying a paper from schoolsucks.com or other paper mills
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